One major problem confronting the definition of Comparative Literature is that of the involvement (on the one hand) of more than one literature under comparison and (on the other hand) that of the consideration of the multidimensional aspects of such literature, such as social, historical, linguistic, religious, economic and cultural aspects of divergent societies. This study is guided by the above factors in analyzing the concept of Racial Discrimination in Southern Africa and African American literatures in the sense that the former's experiences were on African soil, while the latter's were on the NewFound land (America). The paper observes that racial discrimination was much severe and oppressive without much resistance in America than in Southern Africa where Africans withstood and fought back against an unjust, wicked and oppressive system.
Introduction

1.
This study is based on the erroneous impression by some people that one race is superior to the other. Racial discrimination originates from the general notion that people are born in different geographical locations and genealogical origins and have close biological and cultural backgrounds and affiliations that are peculiar to and unite them as one people. It largely depends on the root word "race" which in this context means "a group of people who share the same language, history, culture, etc." (Hornby, 1194) According to Henslin (2006) , race is a term that defines "a group of people with inherited physical characteristics that distinguish them from another group." (p.252) Racial discrimination assumes its framework from the point where some races see themselves as better than the other and so discriminate against them. Hornby sees the term "discriminate" as a process of recognizing that "there is a difference between people or things; to show a difference between people or things… (or) to treat one person or group worse/better than another in an unfair way." (417) Another term for discrimination is to differentiate or distinguish. Racial discrimination has reached such a high dimension of interest that it is defined by the document of the International
Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD) as
Background to Southern African Literature 4.
The Southern African region is an amalgamation of different nations like: Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Swaziland, Zambia and Zimbabwe. A greater part of the Southern African region was colonized by Britain, while Portugal colonized the rest. With such endowment of mineral resources like platinum, gold, iron, diamonds and cobalt, South Africa became the centre of attraction for other nations, especially the colonial masters.
The years 1652, 1948 and 1994 were major remarkable years in the history of Southern Africa. The first Dutch colonists had settled at the Cape with the hope of establishing a half way station for the supply of provision to early farmers. This started a history characterized by conflicts with the indigenous people and later imperial Britain and other conflicts in 1948. Afrikaner nationalism found triumphant expression in the election victory of the National Party led by Dr. Malan.
The Afrikaner evolved the ideology of "apartheid" to consolidate that election victory and its nationalism. This term, "apartheid", is usually identified with the Dutch word. Roughly translated as "apartness" or "separateness", "apartheid" assumed an entirely new and enormous significance in Afrikaners, expressing an absolute distillation of racism and discrimination. Aimed at the furtherance of the interests of one group in a plural society, apartheid could hope to flourish only by a systematic marginalization of other interest groups. It therefore needed to evoke laws and practices to check rival nationalism, especially Black Nationalism. In this context, even though the black were overwhelmingly in the majority, Kruger's Land Act 1913 restricted them to only thirteen percent of the land; prevented by the education Act from acquiring a modern intellectual culture and by apprenticeship boards from having useful skills, they were still further hampered in the attempt to earn a living by job reservations… Further measures by the colonizers in South Africa to enslave the people include the enactment of the 1950 Immorality Act which forbade all interracial sexual relations, even in marriage; the 1952 Abolition of Passes and Coordination of Documents Act, far from abolishing the pass law in reality, it gave it greater application, extending its scope to all Africans, even for the first time, women; the reservation of Separate Amenities Act, segregating against the black, reserved movie houses, beaches, swimming pools and post offices for Whites only; and the extension of the University Act did not extend the university education to the blacks but expelled most black students from the regular universities of south Africa, establishing for them a tribal college in which they could be educated in a Bantu language. In their efforts to ascertain the origin of discrimination, Banton and Herwood expressed the view which made scholars describe men as members of particular families, clans, tribes, distinguished by their language, dress and custom, a view which from the nineteenth century upheld the description that men belonged to races which differentiated them.
Background to African American Literature 5.
African American literature is groomed in the experiences of black people who were originally taken as slaves into the United States of America. This literature is produced in the United States by writers who are of African descent. During most of the United States history, African Americans had claimed American identity but were not accepted as full citizens and were actively discriminated against. Because of the above factors the writing of African Americans were highly rooted in perpetual slavery, which were based on expression of pain and anguish. These writers had no other means of expressing their societal disdain and inhuman maltreatment by their white slave masters so their literature was based on whites against blacks; undue treatment given out against the blacks by their white counter parts.
The dominant style and form of the earliest black writing in the United States were the slave narrative with its overtones of active protest against an inhuman and tortuous system which suffused with their experiences in the institution of slavery in America. Their literature therefore differ with others that have aesthetic commitment as they have the aim of filling up the void created out of the pain and ache of the scars of chain, horse tail and iron whips, oppression, discrimination and other endless man's inhumanity to man that whet the hunger for freedom.
African American literature shares common traits with Southern African literature as it is often referred to as Dispersal literature due to its depiction of the terrible experiences of blacks scattered in the United States and in diaspora because of slavery. It is also regarded as Literature in Dispersal as it chronicles the suffering and nostalgic feeling of African slaves transported from one country to another countries or literature written outside the shores of Africa as they are cut off from their cultural heritage. These writers depicted elements of a new world of liberty where equality of blacks and whites will be quite possible and tolerated.
African American history is older than the emergence of the United States as an independent nation. Phillis Wheatley (1753 -84) was the first African American to publish a book, as well as the first to achieve international I would have to wait rather a long time, when two white miners in their overalls walked into the shop. Hearing the proprietor say again, 'Get out', they took me by the arms and frog-marched me to the door. There they were met by seventeen angry schoolboys who objected strongly to their schoolmaster being treated in this manner and they said so in no uncertain terms. A vigorous slanging match followed in which we were called 'black-skinned niggers' and we replied by asking what was so wonderful about a white skin any way. (32)
The worst is that the police did not take any action when the black were harassed and tortured, but they could afford to beat a black man who came to report a case to the police. The position of Kaunda as an elected member of the provincial counsel then notwithstanding, he was still addressed with disrespect. On an occasion when he was visiting Kitwe with Harry Nkumbula, President of the African National Congress in 1957, he was addressed as 'boy' by a young European girl of about seventeen years. This is as a result of the area being reserved to white and it has no African eating houses. According to Kaunda, When I told her that I was not a 'boy' and all I wanted was a dozen sandwiches, she spoke to an elderly white woman who was apparently in charge. On asking me what I wanted, she repeated that 'boys' were not served at that counter. What informed the behavior of the characters above was the feeling of race superiority to the other. The European lacked respect and regard for Africans even to the point of humiliating and insulting an elderly political leader like Kaunda as the young girl of seventeen exemplified.
Not minding the denigration, the oppressive nature of the "white" men caused them to hit the blacks with reckless abandon, thereby causing a public fight. When this matter was reported to the police, the police officer "called Harry to a room and closed the door and beat him up." (34) Even at the court, blacks were not given their right to be medically examined by a doctor, so Kaunda chose not to continue the case. When nine African workers staged a protest for the beating of their leaders, the police guard on the café arrested the leader of the group and fined them.
The Jim Crow Law and Racial Segregation 8.
This law was the name of the racial segregation which operated primarily but not exclusively in Southern America. It was more than a series of rigid anti-black laws which empowered the white to relegate the blacks to the background and treat them without any respect for human dignity. The law gave even Christians the impetus to teach that 'Whites' were the chosen people, while the 'Blacks' were cursed to be servants and that God supported racial segregation.
On the part of education, the law upheld that 'Blacks' were innately intellectually and culturally inferior to the whites. Blacks were excluded from public transport and facilities, juries, jobs and neighborhood. It was illegal for Blacks to sit in coach seats reserved for whites and whites could not sit in the coach seats reserved for Blacks. These laws were pasted on all corners of America to remind the Blacks of their place in the society.
Claude McKay's Home to Harlem and Racial Discrimination 9.
Claude McKay happened to be one of the early African American writers that started the cause of Harlem renaissance. He really contributed to the moves by blacks to use affirmation of black consciousness as a useful tool to awaken the oppressed and exploited black race to believe in their culture, search for self identity and stand on equal footing with other people of the world. His strong commitment to black consciousness led McKay to be very concerned with the culture of the black diaspora. He was very conscious of the importance of racial consciousness on the part of the black people to help them survive in the western world. To McKay, if the blacks must liberate themselves from the yoke of slavery and dependence, they would have to pursue their own cultural roots and conventions so as to assert their own identity. The attitude of some blacks who could not embrace their identities but rather sought solace in the European culture dissatisfied him.
McKay's Home to Harlem depicts two characters, Jake and Ray. While Ray is an intellectual who refuses to identify himself with black culture so that he has to take flight to Europe at the end of the novel, Jake is depicted as bold and active enough to hate and love and incapable of action due to inadequate knowledge from his college education. Jake Brown is McKay's projection of ideal image of the black; he embodies resourcefulness of the black, instinct, spontaneity, optimism and independence. Jake's yeaning to go back to his homeland is so strong that he is willing to take the arduous work of a stoker in a freighter: "Roll on, Mister Ship and Stinks all the way as you roll. Jest take me 'long to Harlem is all I pray. I'm crazy to see again the brown skin chippies 'long Lenox Avenue. Oh boy!" (McKay 3). Jake joins the army innocently to fight against German invaders for the cause of freedom, but is disappointed because even in the army, there is discrimination against the black. Instead of sending him to fight, he is relegated to tedious manual work. He therefore decides to desert the army, claiming that he will have nothing to do with the conflict of the white economic and political imperialism. He reflects on this while going home saying, "Why did I ever enlist and come over here?" he asked 
Discrimination
There are strong cases of segregation in the two books being studied. While Kaunda's experiences of segregation is summed up in the acronym "colour bar", that of McKay is on stigma and resentment against blacks. While narrating his experiences with the colonial masters, Kaunda states that, "Africans were not permitted to enter the European shops by the front door. If they wanted anything, they had to go to a hole in the wall at the side of the shop to ask for it." (31) To McKay's protagonist, Jake, there is the feeling of the stigma and bitterness of discrimination inflicted on the blacks during the World War, and he is resentful over the way the 'whites' refer to the blacks as 'darky' or 'niggers'. To him, when a yankee said Nigger, he meant hatred for the Negroes; whereas when he said 'darky', he meant friendly contempt.
Slavery
Whichever way the matter under study is looked at, there is a strong case of slavery reflecting in the two books. Slavery is not so much noticed in Kaunda's Zambia Shall be Free but it is the major theme in most African American literature and also in McKay's Home to Harlem. To McKay, if the blacks must liberate themselves from the yoke of slavery and dependence, they would have to pursue their own cultural roots and conventions so as to assert their own identity. There is also the case of oppression against blacks, in both books and this result to conflicts.
The peculiarities of the two works under study are that Kaunda's Zambia Shall be Free is largely concerned with nationalistic consciousness and struggle for freedom, while McKay's novel is preoccupied with torture, rape and struggle for freedom on the part of the blacks.
Conclusion
11.
Racial Discrimination in Southern African literature and African American literature has many similarities but differs in the sense that the Southern Africans were more resistant and bold to fight against racism coated under 'apartheid' law, while
